[image: image13.jpg]WHI)H:K





[image: image1.png]SeprevpeR 2011




"The Power of a Whisper"
Sermon Series Begins
 Sunday, September 18th

IMMANUEL COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH

3200 Delta River Drive

Lansing, MI  48906

Church Office:  321-2495

Fax and Prayer Line:  321-2582

Website Address:  www.icrclansing.org

E-mail Address:  office@icrclansing.org
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Mark Your Calendar

Wednesday, September 7        6:30 pm

Dave Ramsey

Financial Peace University 

Class Begins

Sunday, Sept. 11         8:30 & 11:00 am

Special Choir Cantata

Sunday, Sept 11                        9:45 am

Sunday School Resumes

Wednesday, Sept. 14                6:30 pm

Club Immanuel & Jr. High Youth Group Resume

Wednesday, Sept. 14                7:30 pm

Kid’s Praise Team Resumes


Sunday, September 18
"The Power of a Whisper" Begins
Combining daily readings, small group discussions and Sunday morning messages, this four-week experience will open your eyes to possibilities for your life that you never dreamed about.  God wants to do much more in and through your life than you can imagine.  Make certain you are signed up to experience "The Power of a Whisper!"

Our Changing Culture
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I read an article this week about what we are learning from the 2010 Census.  Much more has changed about our culture over the past ten years than anyone expected.  America is bigger, older, more Hispanic and Asian and less wedded to marriage and traditional families.    We are having fewer children, embracing several generations living under one roof, more cognizant of multiracial identities, more suburban, less rural and moving to the South and West.  The expert demographic and social observers are stunned.  Life as we knew it is no more in America.
So what does this have to do with the church?  Everything!  We have a lot of questions we should be asking.  Is our community today made up of the same kind of households that it was 10 years ago?   Have the values and priorities of our community changed? 

Why should we ask these questions?  Because as the Apostle Paul said to the Corinthians, “I try to please everyone in every way. I don't think about what would be good for me but about what would be good for many people so that they might be saved.”  The focus of the church and our ministry should be primarily outward, not inward.  The eyes of the church are to be focused on the world for the purpose of fulfilling Christ’s Great Commission.

We need to know who we are reaching out to with the Gospel if we are going to be effective.  Our approach to outreach may need to change in order to be effective.  The ministries we offer at the church may need to change to be effective.  We may need to place ourselves in the middle of the community, rather than expect the community to come to us in order to be effective in fulfilling God’s purpose for our church.

Change is scarry.  It raises anxiety levels.  But it has already happened . . . all around us, and we must live with it and deal with it.  We can’t escape it, so we might as well take the offensive, rather than try to build a defensive wall and keep change at bay.

Music Ministry Minute…
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“They send forth their children as a flock; their little ones dance about.  They sing to the music of timbrel and lyre; they make merry to the sound of the pipe.” 

Job 21: 11-12

We’re back in the swing of things at ICRC!  Kids’ Praise Team resumes this month, and the Choir has already begun to rehearse for the special cantata on September 11.  After taking a break this summer, the Instrumental Choir is starting up again in September as well!

Speaking of September 11, I want to remind you to be sure to attend on this date as we remember what happened 10 years ago.  I’m sure that like me, you’ve already been thinking about where you were on that morning, and how life in our nation and the world has changed since then.  I was at Hope College on September 11, 2001, where I was in the second week of my freshman year.  I even remember that I was in my Eurythmics class in the music building when I heard what happened (maybe I just remember that because Eurythmics was such a weird class).   My dad was already planning to visit me that day, and we talked about what happened as we had lunch, and as he bought me groceries.  A service was held in Hope’s Pine Grove that afternoon, and a photograph from that service was later in the center of Time Magazine.  After that day, I spent the time that I wasn’t in class glued to the T.V. screen in the basement of VanVleck Hall, listening to Peter Jennings report on what was happening, and watching him accidentally cover his hands in ink from his pen.  The memories of that time are so vivid for many of us.  I hope all of you will join us at ICRC on September 11, 2011, as we remember together.

Stay connected to stay committed!

Abbie Matthews

Director of Music & Dance Ministries 
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Club Immanuel
Welcome back! Are you ready for some more fun Wednesday nights? We enjoyed looking at God’s Big Picture last year and learning through all of our stories and we plan to continue that with our program this year. Our fun starts with Jeremiah and continues with other Old Testament prophets, John the Baptist, Jesus, Peter and Paul and ends with . . . . YOU! This is going to be a fun year and we pray you join us on Wednesday at 6:15pm. Bring some friends with you.


9-14
6:15-7:30pm

Lesson—Jeremiah


9-21
6:15-7:30pm

Lesson—Daniel 


9-28
6:15-7:30pm

Lesson—Esther 


10-5
6:15-7:30pm

Lesson—Nehemiah
Follow-up to Linn Gann’s Visit
The Outreach Team would like to thank the congregation for your participation in Linn Gann’s visit.  She was truly impressed by our warm welcome and interest in her mission. Linn provided the list below of current giving opportunities should any person or group feel moved to further support her activities. She’ll be sending us periodic updates which we’ll continue to publish in the newsletter and literature has been placed in the Information Rack.  Please contact Sheryl Page for additional information.
Current Giving Opportunities
One year of support for Geegh Nursery School:  $52,000 (3 months = $13,000)
 2 mini-buses for Hope English Medium School:  $47,000

Carpentry Classroom construction materials for Katpadi Industrial Institute:  $27,380

Church Construction Support for 5 villages:  $25,000 (One church = $5,000)

50 scholarships to Hope English Medium School:  $16,250 (One student = $325/year)

34 Cows across 3 villages:  $17,000 (One cow = $500)

50 Sewing machines and supplies for Banyan Tree Tailoring Program:  $8,750 (One student = $175)

40 Sewing machines and supplies for Palamaner Girls Technical Institute:  $7,000 (One student = $175)
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Welcome! We are excited to begin a new program year and are praying that you are not only excited but that you are planning to join us as we take this spiritual journey together! We have something for all ages. 

Classes for children and youth begin on September 11 at 9:45am. Our dedicated teachers do ask for promptness, so that the class may begin on time and so that there will be enough time to complete the lesson and the activities. Everyone in the class benefits when all are prompt. 

Our adults and older youth will also begin on September 11. These groups will be doing lessons based on the 4-week sermon series “The Power of a Whisper”. The first sermon will be delivered on September 18 and class time the first week will be used for informational and housekeeping purposes. Discussion materials will be ready for pick-up by the designated group host for distribution to the group.  

We have Small Groups gathering at various times of the day and week. There are some that meet during the Sunday School hour, some on Sunday afternoon and some that meet on weeknight evenings. If you would like to join a Small Group, please see the sign-up sheet on the flyer posted in the Family Life Center. 

We will collect an offering from Sunday School classes and Small Groups this year. This is not in place of your usual tithing. We believe that it is important to teach and model the principle of giving back to God of the blessings given to us. Collecting an offering from the children is one way that we can teach and model that principle. Our teachers will explain it to the children during the first few weeks of class and we also encourage conversation on this topic at home. For the children and youth, it will be most effective if the offering comes out of their allowance or their own finances, as opposed to mom or dad giving them some money when they get to church. It is a sometimes difficult, but always an important lesson to learn how to give, spend and save money. It is a means to teach budgeting and living within ones means. Some parents have found that having three containers—banks, envelopes, etc—for the child is a visible way to teach this concept. One container is for their tithe. One container is for savings for long-term future goals. One container is to spend, which also may involve saving for shorter-term goals. 

You will find a Sunday School calendar in your church mailbox. We give you that so you can know which weeks have Sunday School. Feel free to bring your friends and neighbors. We love to share the Gospel!
Youth Group Happenings
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Welcome Back! We know that sometimes we get so busy in the summer that it is a relief to get back to school and that routine, but for us, fall truly is a blessing because we get to get back into the pattern of Youth Group again! Call us crazy (and many adults do!) but we do love getting together with the youth. There are lots of changes underfoot this year…literally because the carpet in the Youth Room had to be torn up because of water problems. The bonus for us is that we can have all the red pop and make a mess that we want down there now because we won’t get new flooring until they are certain the water problem is solved! Hehehehe. 
On a more serious note, it will be different because the Youth Groups are entering a new phase. With Jeri moving to a new ministry, there will be changes of necessity and of opportunity. What will we decide to keep and what new things can we try? (BTW, Jeri is writing this, and I want you to try new things. Celebrate memories of me and our times together, but move upward and onward with happiness too. But I do pray that you keep some of the practices we developed—like serving regularly, being so open and accepting and just being so cool!) Remember, Janet, Chris, Ashlee and Amy are there for you and want to help you make the Youth Groups be great.
Junior High meets Wednesdays, 6:15-7:30pm:

9-14
Wed
6:15-7:30pm

Social—Kick-Off Party
9-21
Wed
6:15-7:30pm

Spiritual—Lesson/Games
9-28
Wed
6:15-7:30pm

Spiritual—Lesson/Games

9-30 to 10-2
Fri-Sun   TBA
Service/Social—Cran-Hill Ranch Work Weekend
Senior High meets Sundays, 5:30-7:30pm:

9-11
Sun
5:30-7:30pm

Social—Kick Off Activities

9-18
Sun
5:30-7:30pm

Spiritual—Lesson/Games
9-25
Sun
5:30-7:30pm

Spiritual—Lesson/Games

9-30 to 10-2
Fri-Sun TBA
 
Service/Social—Cran-Hill Ranch Work Weekend
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Kids' Praise Team will resume on Wednesday, September 14.  All kids from Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to attend.  Practices will be held on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. after Club.  Please see Abbie Matthews or Kelly Johnson with any questions.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

We're Invited!!
On Saturday, September 17th, Lansing City Rescue Mission is having an Open House to celebrate their 100th anniversary.  The City Rescue Mission was founded by Thomas and Emily Dolton.  From humble beginnings above a "junk shop," the Mission has grown to a ministry operating from three separate locations, including Michigan Avenue and their recently completed Maplewood Center.  The City Rescue Mission provides food, shelter and clothing to men, women and children in Michigan's capital city area.  Last year, the Mission provided 33,375 nights of shelter and 93,703 meals.  This year they're estimating that they will provide as many as 40,000 nights of shelter and 100,000 meals.

If you would like to attend the Open House at the Michigan Avenue location or the Maplewood Center, the time is 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.  There is very limited parking at both locations; however, Brogans at Michigan Avenue and Michigan Works near Maplewood Center have generously provided additional space.
Smile, God Loves You . . . .  
Dear God, How did you know you were God.  Who told you?  Charlene
New Office Hours

This summer the church secretary's office hours changed to Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to approximately 2:00 p.m.  This schedule has worked out very well and better fits the current workload.  With that in mind, the office hours will continue to be Tuesday,  Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to approximately 2:00 p.m.  There may be days when Sally is gone earlier than 2:00 since quite often the workload, especially the week after the newsletter is printed, is substantially less.  When projects require additional time, Sally will work the additional hours needed on Friday.  The deadline for bulletin announcements will remain 10:00 a.m. Thursday morning and for newsletters the deadline is the 20th of each month.
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	Kim Bowman
	9/01

	Amy Riekse
	9/01

	Pat Wolgamott
	9/05

	Autumn Folkringa
	9/06

	Kristin McCort
	9/06

	Joyce Klynstra
	9/07

	Jake Visser
	9/09

	Ken Marrison
	9/10

	Fred Hannula
	9/13

	Alyssa Miller
	9/16

	Lisa Folkringa
	9/17

	Dean Jackson
	9/18

	Rachel South
	9/18

	Denise Bowman
	9/22

	Kelly Johnson
	9/27

	Bruce Ter Haar
	9/27

	Don Wolgamott
	9/29


Morning Worship Schedule

	Sept. 4
	“The Odds of Getting Even”
Genesis 27: 27 - 46

	Sept. 11
	“What Do You Remember?"
Romans 8: 28
Choir Cantata:  "Freedom's Dream" by Marty Parks

	Sept. 18
	“The Whisper-Led Life"
Isaiah 30: 21
"The Power of a Whisper" Part 1

	Sept. 25
	“Divine Input for the Day-to Day"
Psalm 139: 7 - 10
"The Power of a Whisper" Part 2
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	Dave and Marian Peterson
	9/02

	Dave and Melissa Greydanus
	9/04

	Wayne and Linda Shooks
	9/07

	Ken and Julie Marrison
	9/17

	Chris and Sheryl Page
	9/29


	September Consistory
Calling Team

	Pastor Rich

	Debbie McCort


Worship Nursery

	Sept. 4
	Alyssa Miller

	Sept. 11
	Jenna Riekse

	Sept. 18
	Rachel South

	Sept. 25
	Ann Harvey
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