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"The Power of a Whisper"
Sermon Series 

Continues Through October 9th

IMMANUEL COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH
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Life in the Rose Garden . . . .

Good or Bad?
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If we are honest with ourselves, we’ll have to admit that we life in a spiritual “rose garden. ”  What I mean by that is that we have it pretty easy.  Actually, we have it extremely easy.  We can worship as we please, read our Bibles openly, listen to Christian music on our radio, watch religious TV and subscribe to religious periodicals.  We are not persecuted for our faith, we are not penalized for our beliefs and we can pretty much openly share our faith with others.  My question is this however:  As a result of so much freedom, do we take our spirituality seriously?  Does our faith mean “everything” to us.  What does it “cost” us?

The last Sunday of October is “Reformation Day.”  Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517.  Thus, the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.  The pressure put upon him and other protestant leaders like John Calvin by the Roman Church to recant their beliefs only served to fuel the reformation.  Think back 1,500 years earlier and reflect on the persecution of the early church by the Roman government.  That persecution only served to make the church stronger.  Look around the world today and you will see that wherever the church is being persecuted, 
wherever it is costly to be Christian, the church is growing.

Look at America today and you will see that the church is shrinking.  I wonder why.  Is it possible that it is too easy to be a Christian, that living in the rose garden has made us soft, weak, and non-commital?  Would we be more faithful and more fruitful followers of Jesus if it truly cost us something, if it meant risking our physical lives, our financial security, our relationships with nonbelieving friends and family?
Living in a rose garden is comfortable.  It is beautiful.  But is it the best thing for us?
Smile, God Loves You . . .  

On the first day of school, a first-grader handed his teacher a note from his mother.  The note read, "The opinions expressed by this child are not necessarily those of his parents."

It was the end of the day when I parked my police van in front of the station.  As I gathered my equipment, my K-9 partner, Jake, was barking, and I saw a little boy staring in at me.  "Is that a dog you got back there?," he asked.  "It sure is," I replied.  Puzzled, the boy looked at me and then toward the back of the van.  Finally he said, "What'd he do?"

Music Ministry Minute…
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“My feet stand on level ground;

 in the great congregation I will praise the Lord.”  

Psalm 26:12

We are definitely back in the swing of things at ICRC!  Kids’ Praise Team is back, and has already sung their first song.  We heard from the Choir last month (THANK YOU for your hard work on the beautiful September 11 Cantata!), and the Instrumental Choir is back as well!  Just about every Sunday in October will include one or two special music presentations.  As always, THANK YOU to all of our leaders, and participants for our music groups!  What a wonderful variety of gifts we have at ICRC!

Starting soon, I will be teaching a new group of dancers at ICRC, the “Junior Dancers.”  This is a new addition to the Sacred Dance program, and several of our fifth grade girls will be participating in the first dance for a younger group.  I’m looking forward to working with these girls, and I pray that you will enjoy their performance a couple of months from now!

Stay connected to stay committed!

Abbie Matthews

Director of Music & Dance Ministries 
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The Deacons remind you that donations to the Staff Holiday Gift Fund can be made until December 4th.  Enclose your gift in an envelope, write "Staff Holiday Gift Fund" and include your personal envelope number from your offering envelopes (if you choose to) on the gift envelope.  Drop the gift envelope in the collection plate or hand it to a deacon.  The deacons will divide the fund among the staff for their annual holiday gifts from the ICRC congregation.  If you have any questions, please contact one of the deacons.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
"The Book Bags"

At this month's meeting each of us wrote on scrap paper the names of two books we would like to read.  The following books were selected for the upcoming months:  Mary Magdalene A Woman Who Loved by Steve Copland, A Big Little Life by Dean Koontz and 13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson.
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"Mary Magdalene A Woman Who Loved" is the first book in a trilogy of 1st century novels.  This book explores the life of a woman driven into prostitution, bitterness and demon possession, her encounter with Jesus Christ, and total transformation into the 'apostle to the apostles'.  Mary Magdalene brings the gospels to life in a fresh way.  Artilius and Lucius, two Roman soldiers who get involved in the mystery cult of Mithraism end up in Jerusalem and beneath the cross of Jesus.  This book also looks deeply into the cultural perceptions regarding women in the 1st century and asks why Jesus would choose a woman with the reputation of Mary Magdalene to be the first witness of the greatest event in human history, His resurrection.  Perhaps the answer is found in the words He spoke to a judgmental Pharisee as a woman wept on His feet:  "He (she) who is forgiven much, loves much."

This book is quite long so we may take two months (October and November) to read it especially since we are right in the middle of reading "The Power of a Whisper".  If you would like to join us, come to the church library on Tuesday, October 18th, at 6:30 p.m.
 the house?  Anita



	Fran Meekhof
	10/01

	Caitlin Cooper
	10/05

	Jan Hodges
	10/06

	Michelle Chahine
	10/07

	Jeff Simbob
	10/09

	Gary Atkins
	10/10

	Florraine South
	10/12

	Brett Johnson
	10/14

	Del Kamphuis
	10/19

	Ian Holleman
	10/20

	Kandy Hannula
	10/23

	Bronwyn Steiner
	10/23

	Kevin Pierce
	10/26

	Justin Kelly
	10/27


Worship Nursery

	Oct. 2
	Kayla Brady

	Oct. 9
	Lisa Ernst

	Oct. 16
	Kristine Hannula

	Oct. 23
	Paula Steiner

	Oct. 30
	Abbey Feenstra


	Cecil and Liz Stanton
	10/05

	Kim and Denise Bowman
	10/10

	Joe and Lisa Ernst
	10/22

	Pete and Jean Groothuis
	10/24

	Don and Pat Wolgamott
	10/24


	October Consistory
 Calling Team

	Dave South

	Deb McCort


Morning Bible Study Schedule

	Oct. 2
	“Practice, Practice, Practice”

"The Power of a Whisper"

Part 3

Psalm 42: 2

	Oct. 9
	“Wide Open for God”
"The Power of a Whisper"
Part 4

Isaiah 1: 17

	Oct. 16
	Guest Preacher

Rev. Lee Filker

	Oct. 23
	Guest Preacher

Rev. Lee Filker

	Oct. 30
	Guest Preacher

Jeremy Dowsett
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