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Don’t forget to change your clocks before you go to bed on Saturday, November 5th!!!!

IMMANUEL COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH

3200 Delta River Drive

Lansing, MI  48906

Church Office:  321-2495

Fax and Prayer Line:  321-2582

Website Address:  www.icrclansing.org
Email Address:  office@icrclansing.org
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Ritual or Worship?

[image: image5.wmf]A few weeks ago we completed the “Power of a Whisper” series.  It ended with a lesson that reminded us that God desires all Christ- followers to care about and care for the needy in their community.  We looked at a couple of passages in Isaiah 58 that made it clear how important it is to the Lord that his people give themselves to others on his behalf.  In fact, we learned that he becomes angry when his people turn a blind eye and a deaf ear to the cries of the needy.  

There is another passage that we should not ignore either, Micah 6: 6 – 8.  The passage begins by asking, “With what shall I come before the Lord?”  It is talking about worship.  The prophet is asking what kind of worship pleases God.  He wonders if God will be most please with lots of ritual sacrifices or animals.  He then stretches his thinking to ask if what would please God the most would be the sacrifice of his firstborn child, like the pagans do.  His answer is found in verse eight, “No, he has told you what he wants and this is all it is:  to be fair, just, merciful and to walk humbly with your God.”

We’re moving into the holiday season.  It begins this month with Thanksgiving.  My question is this:  Will we use this season to lavish ourselves and our loved ones with more food and possessions than we need, or will we use this season to demonstrate to God our 
faithfulness by showing mercy to the needy and humbly acknowledging to the Lord that we are merely stewards of his possessions?

Worship implies giving.  Do we truly worship the Lord or do we simply participate in religious rituals?  By coming to church on Sunday you participate in a ritual.  To truly worship the Lord, you must give yourself to him, and since he doesn’t need anything, what he wants is for us to give ourselves to the needy, the underdog, those who cannot provide for themselves.

What is God whispering to you to do this holiday seaon?  What is he telling you will please him?
Psalm 100
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! 
Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into God's presence with singing! 
Know that the Lord is God! It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
Give thanks to him, bless his name! 
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
Music Ministry Minute…
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“When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, 

the women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with 

singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres.” 

1 Samuel 18:6
Can you believe it’s already November?  2012 is just around the corner!

This month at ICRC we have the usual wonderful array of special music planned… Instrumental Choir, Kids’ Praise Team, and Keyboard/Piano duets to mention a few.  I’m always amazed at the level of musical talent we have in this church.  I feel truly blessed to work with all of you!

If you are a musician (of any kind!) and would like to participate in our services at ICRC, please let me know, and I’ll get you “plugged in” with the right group (Praise Team, Choir, Instrumental Choir, or perhaps you’re a soloist of some kind?).  Please see me if you’re interested, and I’ll do my best to find the right fit for you!

Stay connected to stay committed!

Abbie Matthews

Director of Music & Dance Ministries 

SONG OF THE MONTH:

I’m adding this to my newsletters as a little “extra.”  I may recommend a new Christian song, “vintage” Christian song (which will be something I listened to as a kid/teen), or even a whole album.  Hopefully you’ll take a moment to check out what I recommend!

November’s Song:  “I Wanna Know You Like That” by Anthem Lights
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Outreach Opportunities

The Outreach Team is pleased to announce the start of a new “Outreach Opportunity Board”.    This is a way to connect you with the Outreach ministries, such as Need Sum Zees and Food Bank, and facilitate your participation in their activities.

The bulletin board at the top of the stairs near the greeters will contain index cards posted by ministry leads needing assistance.    The card will indicate the task that needs doing, the approximate amount of time required and the timeframe.    When you see something posted that fits your time and talents, pull the card, contact the requestor and you’re off and running.

This board will be specific to Outreach opportunities that are externally-focused.   The needs listed should answer this question as YES – “Is this activity directly benefiting someone outside of ICRC”.  Established ministries and start-ups are encouraged to use the board.

Look for postings beginning later this month.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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The new church directory for 2012 is scheduled to be in your mailbox the second week of the new year.  If you have any changes you wish to have in the directory, please write them out and place them on the desk in the office.  If you aren’t currently listed in our directory and wish to be listed, please write down your name, address, phone number, etc. and place it on the office desk.  
Thank you.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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The Deacons remind you that donations to the Staff Holiday Gift Fund can be made until December 1st.  Enclose your gift in an envelope, write "Staff Holiday Gift Fund" and include your personal envelope number from your offering envelopes (if you choose to) on the gift envelope.  Drop the gift envelope in the collection plate or hand it to a deacon.  The deacons will divide the fund among the staff for their annual holiday gifts from the ICRC congregation.  If you have any questions, please contact one of the deacons.




	Jean Groothuis
	11/03

	Katie Marrison
	11/06

	Amber Blanck
	11/07

	Jessica Greydanus
	11/07

	Angela Flinton
	11/08

	Sheryl Page
	11/08

	Harriette Smith
	11/11

	Jill Carlson
	11/12

	Jim Patrick
	11/13

	Jim Klynstra
	11/18

	Payden Folkringa
	11/24

	Kathy Phillips
	11/25

	Caitlyn Williams
	11/29

	Roland Hubbert
	11/30


Morning Bible Study Schedule

	Nov. 6
	"Why Should Believers Pray?"

Philippians 4: 4 - 7

	Nov. 13
	"Why Should Believers 
Read the Bible?"
Psalm 119: 105

	Nov. 20
	"Christ the King"
Revelation 1: 4 - 8

	Nov. 27
	"Evergreen Wreath 

and Faded Leaf"

Isaiah 64: 1 - 9


	Jake and Marlene Visser
	11/03

	Rich and Amy Rollins
	11/18

	Dave and Harriette Smith
	11/26

	Mark and Sheryl Eytcheson
	11/28

	Brian and Ashlee Williams
	11/29


	NOVEMBER  CONSISTORY

CALLING TEAM

	Bruce Ter Haar

	Marcia Jackson


Worship Nursery

	Nov. 6
	To Be Determined

	Nov. 13
	Sydney Riekse

	Nov. 20
	Carol Carlson

	Nov. 27
	Kelly Johnson
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