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 Saturday, June 4th
Church Clean-Up Day

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
IMMANUEL COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH

3200 Delta River Drive

Lansing, MI  48906

Church Office:  321-2495

Fax and Prayer Line:  321-2582

Website Address:  www.icrclansing.org
E-mail Address:  office@icrclansing.org
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Coming in September
The Power of a Whisper

Hearing God, Having the Guts to Respond

God speaks.  But is anyone listening?  Bill Hybels, bestselling author and pastor of Willow Creek Community Church, has put together this  four-session church-wide journey that will enable our entire congregation to learn that God still speaks to those who say, “I’m listening.” 
Based on firsthand accounts spanning more than 30 years in the trenches of ministry, Hybels invites all Christ-followers to learn how to train an ear toward heaven and let God’s input direct their steps

Imagine what your life might become if you were willing to say, “God, I’m listening.”  This experience will provide inspiration and vision for what can happen when you intentionally listen for God’s promptings and respond decisively to what you hear.  Together through the sermons, reading of the book and video-based small group discussions we will:

· Discern the voice of God from others that vie for our attention

· Invite God’s input into our daily routine

· Allow God to direct your life to make a difference in our world

· Summon the courage to follow God’s voice, living “wide open” for him

If you are not already in a small group, new groups will be formed based on need.  A signup sheet has been posted in the Family Life Center.  Don’t miss out on this exciting opportunity!!

The Challenge of Summer
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Summer offers us a whole new world of possibilities by the simple fact we are outdoors more.  Some of it we really look forward to:  camping, fishing, golf, bike riding, walks, sitting on the porch in the evening, gardening.  Some of it we endure:  mowing the lawn, weeding, house maintenance, etc.  We travel more in the summer because the roads are safer and we don’t have to worry about getting caught by a storm.

As a result, things seem to slow down around the church.  No Club Immanuel, no Sunday School, no choirs, small groups reduce the frequency of their meetings, and attendance in Sunday worship drops noticeably.

Don’t get me wrong, I love summer.  But I can’t help but wonder if summer is a challenge to our spiritual health.  When one stops exercising and eating properly, their physical health begins to deteriorate.  When one cuts back on prayer, Bible study, worship and service, the same is true of their spiritual life. Our spiritual lives need to be “maintained” just as our physical lives.

The challenge of summer is to not replace spiritual activities with recreational activities, but to incorporate the recreational activities into our lives without diminishing our spiritual health.  Is it easy?  Probably not.  Is it important?  Definitely!  Is it necessary?  Yes, if we want to maintain the full armor of God and stand firm against the attacks of the devil.  Remember, he does not take a summer vacation.  In fact, wherever you vacation, you’ll find him there.
Music Ministry Minute…
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Happy June!  As I’m writing this, the cold weather is still hanging on, but hopefully by the time you’re reading this article, it will finally be sunny and warm (like spring weather should be!).  

It’s officially summertime at ICRC, and some of our musicians are going to be taking a breather.  However, Sunday will still come around every week!  With the summer music schedule a little more “open,” if you are a musician, and would like to participate in a service with something special (whether you’ve done something with us before or not), please let me know!  

As usual, many of us will be taking vacations soon, and some will be absent from ICRC for much of the summer.  But as I said, Sunday comes around every week, so if you’re in town, please join us whenever you can this summer!  And as always, remember to…

Stay connected to stay committed!

Abbie Matthews

Director of Music & Dance Ministries 

[image: image7.jpg]Str{ 1y Connected to

S JESUS




[image: image3.png]:ﬁ Sund.y Seh ol




We have reached the end of another school year.  With great appreciation, we thank our Sunday School teachers and our Youth leaders for a year of commitment, dedication, willingness to serve and willingness to share their love of the Gospel with the children and youth of Immanuel.  Telling the stories, modeling faith-living and being with these young people is how our faith is passed from generation to generation.  Our teachers and leaders at Immanuel do a tremendous service in these areas. 
Being a Sunday School teacher or a Youth leader is a service that does not give quick rewards and may seem to go unnoticed.  There are so many influences on the lives of our children and youth, too many of them negative, that we need to be aware of how much our teachers and leaders do.  Each lesson, each discussion, and each activity pieces together to build a message about what we believe, how to live it and how to allow it to shape our understanding of other areas of life.  Let our teachers and leaders know that you understand what they are doing and are thankful.

Our teachers: 


Pre-school—Joy Vander Kolk, Paula Steiner


K-1st grade—Amy Rollins


2nd-3rd—June Black


4th-5th—Eric Carlson, Sue Oudsema


Junior High—Mike Johnson


Senior High—Dave South, Jodi South, guest Rich Geer

Our Club Immanuel Leaders:


Andrea Cooper


Sarah Yount


Kelly Johnson

Caitlin Cooper (helper)


Evan Flinton (helper)

Our Youth Leaders:


Junior High—Amy Riekse, Chris Yount, Ashlee Williams


Senior High—Janet Van Wieren, Dave Feenstra

We give thanks and praise for each one of you and your willingness to be servants of our LORD!

Please join us as we celebrate Andrew Marrison's graduation from Waverly High School.  The Open House will take place on Saturday, June 11th, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Our home is located at the address provided in the directory.
The Marrisons
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Please join us and help us celebrate Joey's graduation on Sunday, June 12th, from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.  We would be delighted to have you come as our church family has been so instrumental in Joey's growing up years.  Our home is located at address provided in the directory. 

The Souths


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Smile God Loves You . . .

Tammy (age 4) was with her mother when they met an elderly, rather wrinkled woman that her Mom knew.  Tammy looked at her for a while and then asked, "Why doesn't your skin fit your face?" 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REMINDER!!!
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This summer the church office hours will change to Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to approximately 2:00 p.m.  There may be weeks when Sally is gone earlier than 2:00 since the work load in the summer months is considerably less than during the school year.  The deadline for bulletin announcements remains 10:00 a.m. on Thursday morning.  The deadline for summer newsletter announcements is:  June 19th, July 24th , and August 21st.

Happy Birthday

	Chris Page
	6/01

	Mark Black
	6/02

	Evan Flinton
	6/02

	Debbie McCort
	6/02

	Mae Haan
	6/03

	John Visser
	6/04

	Daisy Williams
	6/08

	Leverne South
	6/15

	Ann Harvey
	6/16

	Jon Riekse
	6/20

	Emily Williams
	6/28


Morning Worship Service Schedule

	June 5
	"It Pays to Pray"

Luke 18: 1

	June 12
	“Risking Without Insecurity”
Daniel 1: 8

	June 19
	“When a Little Is a Lot”
1 Kings 17: 12

	June 26
	“Single-Hearted Devotion”
2 Corinthians 8: 5



	Paul and Mae Haan
	6/07

	Tod and Janet Van Wieren
	6/08

	Loren and Meghan Black
	6/09

	Del and Marcia Kamphuis
	6/11

	Chuck and Debbie McCort
	6/18

	Dennis and Jan Hodges
	6/23

	Mark and June Black
	6/24

	Kevin and Leeanor Pierce
	6/24

	Leverne and Florraine South
	6/29


	JUNE CONSISTORY CALLING TEAM

	Bruce Ter Haar and

	Joe Ernst



Worship Nursery

	June 5
	Lisa Ernst

	June 12
	Jenna Riekse

	June 19
	Carol Carlson

	June 26
	Kristine Hannula
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