[image: image10.png]



 [image: image1.png]Janu{!}! 2012




Sunday, January 22nd
4:00 - 7:30 p.m.
(Dinner Included)

IMMANUEL COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH

3200 Delta River Drive

Lansing, MI  48906

Church Office:  321-2495

Fax and Prayer Line:  321-2582

Website Address:  www.icrclansing.org
Email Address:  office@icrclansing.org
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Mark Your Calendar

Sunday, January 1

One Worship Service at 11:00 am

Wednesday, January 4

Evening Programs Resume

Sunday, January 8

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

8:30 & 11:00 am

Sunday, January 22                 4:00 pm

"Discover Immanuel" Class

Sunday, Jan. 29          8:30 & 11:00 am

Life Testimony:  Sandi Shults

* * * * * * * * *

Discernment Team

Update
The discernment team has been meeting with various groups within the congregation, asking questions and listening to answers.  In reality, every member of the church has had the opportunity to participate in this process.

The next step is for them to process and organize their findings and prepare a report to the 
Consistory.  The team and Consistory will sit down together and determine what has been learned and what direction to proceed.  Watch next month’s newsletter for another update.

Gas or Wood?

Electric or Candles?
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Given the opportunity to cook with gas or wood, what would you choose?  To learn the answer, all I have to do is look in your kitchen.  I seriously doubt that anyone in our church uses a wood-burning stove to cook with.  Given the opportunity to illuminate your home with electricity or candles, which would you choose?  Again, not hard to figure that one out.  I have one more question.  Given the choice of living your life with power, or limping along weakly, which would you choose?  Seems like a dumb question, but I’m afraid too many of us choose to limp along weakly through life because we do not access the primary source of power made available to followers of Jesus . . . prayer.
At its retreat in December, the Consistory set as the highest priority for our church in 2012 the unleashing of the power of prayer in our lives corporately and individually.  There will be sermons on prayer, small group material on prayer made available, at least one class on prayer taught on Wednesday evening, possibly an adult Sunday School class on prayer, and a full day called “Prayer Fire”, led by our Synod’s prayer team.

As a result, it is our expectation that we will become, as individuals and as a congregation, more fervent prayers, and we will experience the power of prayer in ways we have only imagined.  Watch your bulletin for more information and don’t miss out on the coming opportunities to improve your prayer life.

Music Ministry Minute…
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 

the old has gone, the new has come!”   2 Corinthians 5:17

Is it really 2012?  For some reason the year “2012” has always felt so “far-away-into-the-future” to me, but here we are!  Happy New Year!

Thank you to all of our Advent and Christmas music participants for helping to make it such a beautiful season – there are way too many of you to name!  After a wonderful, busy Christmas season at ICRC, when nearly every Sunday was filled with numerous special music pieces, January will slow down just a little, but not completely!  Our Choir will return for the new year on January 15, plus we’ll hear from the Kids’ Praise Team and Instrumental Choir this month.  On January 8 we will celebrate Communion, and there will be a special number to go along with that theme.

May God bless you in 2012!
Stay connected to stay committed!

Abbie Matthews

Director of Music & Dance Ministries 
SONG OF THE MONTH:

“Slumber” by Need to Breathe
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Women's Event - Tuesday, February 2, 2012

[image: image8.bmp]Speaker, Jennifer Vander Galien, will be sharing her story of being addicted to drugs to being pulled out of that lifestyle to starting an organization called "Shining a Light" (www. shiningalight.org) that empowers women in Tanzania by giving them a way to provide for their family by making homemade beaded sandals.  She will share her story as well as share the story of some of the women she helps.

Join us for a wonderful evening of encouragement and hearing of the power of God touching lives.  There will also be awesome sandals available for you to buy!!

Join us on Tuesday, February 2nd, at 6:30 p.m. for a dessert and hear Jennifer's story!  See Sue Feenstra if you have any questions.


New Information Center Debuts

The Outreach Team was pleased to debut our new ICRC Information Center in December.  The mobile display holds all of our written materials as well as digital picture frames showing a montage of ICRC scenes.  It’s a great new resource for giving visitors an overview of our church family.

Big thanks to three individuals:

· Rich Rollins who designed and constructed the unit.   Rich took our vision and used his talented craftsmanship to pull it together.   

· Kevin VanderKolk from the Outreach Team who took the lead in coordinating with Rich and working the technical details.

· Jim Klynstra who functions as our roving photographer and provides all the fantastic photos used in the display.

The unit is normally found in the Family Life Center before and between services.   Check it out!
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	Linda Burcham
	1/01

	Sarah Yount
	1/04

	June Black
	1/05

	Alv Vander Kolk
	1/06

	Yvonne Nederveld
	1/10

	Kris Smith
	1/10

	Marlene Visser
	1/10

	Joe Chahine
	1/11

	Cecil Stanton
	1/12

	Andy Shults
	1/13

	Rose Mary Hubbert
	1/15

	Zachary Flinton
	1/16

	Leeanor Pierce
	1/18

	Al Ayotte
	1/20

	Eric Carlson
	1/20

	Pete Groothuis
	1/21

	Joe Ernst
	1/25

	Sally Folkringa
	1/25

	Geri Van Farowe
	1/26

	Ben Oudsema
	1/28

	Brian Williams
	1/28

	Emmalee Yount
	1/30

	Keely Heusinkveld
	1/31


Worship Nursery
	Jan. 1
	Kirsten Van Wieren

	Jan. 8
	Sydney Riekse

	Jan. 15
	Stacey Hannula

	Jan. 22
	Lisa Ernst

	Jan. 29
	Julie Kenny



	Gary and Cheryl Atkins
	1/31


	JANUARY CONSISTORY

CALLING TEAM

	Dave South

	Debbie McCort


Morning Worship Service
Schedule
	Jan. 1
	“Good Things Gone Bad”
Acts 7
Jeremy Dowsett, Guest Preacher

	Jan. 8
	“A Little Book of Comfort”
Jeremiah 31: 7 - 14
Communion Sunday

	Jan. 15
	“Point of Origin"

Genesis 1: 1 - 5

	Jan. 22
	“Any Text or E-Mail 

from God Today?”
1 Samuel 3: 1 - 20

	Jan. 29
	Sandi Shults 
Shares Her Personal Story
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