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Saturday,

December 24th

at 6:00 p.m.

IMMANUEL COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH

3200 Delta River Drive

Lansing, MI  48906

Church Office:  321-2495

Fax and Prayer Line:  321-2582

Website Address:  www.icrclansing.org
Email Address:  office@icrclansing.org
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Mark Your Calendar

Saturday, December 24        6:00 pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Sunday, December 25         11:00 am

Christmas Morning Worship

Sunday, January 1                  11:00 am

New Year’s Day Worship

_ _ _ _ _

What Do You Get Out 
of Christmas?
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Someone once said that you get out of something what you put into it.  In other words, little effort, little results.  I think there is some real truth to that.  So I ask the question, “What do you get out of Christmas?”  And I offer the answer, we get out of Christmas what we put into it.

If we put a lot of time and effort into the “celebration” of Christmas, we will probably get a good time.  Parties, family gatherings, even vacation trips are often part of the Christmas celebration.  They bring us joy and pleasure.  We eat, we laugh, we play and generally enjoy ourselves.  But if that is what we put into Christmas, it is done and over with very quickly.

If we put a lot of time and effort into giving presents, we will probably make ourselves feel good.  At least I hope so.  Giving gifts to others can

bring tremendous feelings of satisfaction, both to the giver and the receiver.  One can experience

great pleasure from the challenge of shopping, trying to find the perfect gift for each individual on your list, searching out the best bargain, and wrapping each gift with care.  Too often, however, we are left with an empty feeling when the credit card bills arrive or we discover that “perfect” gift being “re-gifted” the next year.

And what if we put our time and effort into worshipping the Christ of Christmas, what do we get?  We get a clear understanding of God’s love for us, the assurance of the forgiveness of our sins, hope for our future and the promise of eternal life.  As much as I like family gatherings and parties as well as gift-giving and receiving, this sure seems to be a better return on the investment of myself.

We can spend weeks decorating and shopping.  We can spend hours cleaning the house and cooking.  We can make certain we spend plenty of time with family and friends.  And then . . .  We breeze in and breeze out of the Christmas Eve service, and hope that it doesn’t conflict with anything else, because if it does, too often it gets crossed off the list.

Let me make three suggestions:  first, make certain the decorations you put up reflect the reason for the season, Christ himself.  It isn’t called “Santamas”, but rather CHRISTmas.  Second, make worshipping the Babe of Bethlehem a priority on Christmas Eve.  Third, don’t blow off church on Christmas morning.  Be there to celebrate and to thank God for the Christmas gift he has given you.  After all, what he has given you is something you really need.  It won’t break, wear out, and is just the right size for you.  Remember, you’ll get out of Christmas what you put into it!
Music Ministry Minute…
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“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6


Am I really writing my last newsletter article of 2011?  This makes 72 articles I’ve written here, and on January 1, 2012 I will start my seventh year here at ICRC.  Time flies!

December will be filled with wonderful music at ICRC every Sunday!  We’ll be singing several Christmas carols every Sunday starting on November 27 (the first Sunday of Advent this year).  Plus, we’ll hear from soloists, instrumentalists, the Choir, Kids’ Praise Team, and of course the “tiny kids” with their always adorable “Happy Birthday, Jesus.”  Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are almost completely planned (and have been for weeks – we work ahead on these things!), and I hope you plan to come to both of these special services.  Did I mention that the Chimes Choir will be back this month as well?  Yours truly has joined the group for this month’s song, and if you haven’t tried playing with this ensemble yet, I highly recommend it!  It’s just plain fun!

Stay connected to stay committed!
Abbie Matthews

Director of Music & Dance Ministries 
SONG OF THE MONTH:

Michael W. Smith’s medley:  “Sing We Now of Christmas/O Come, O Come Emmanuel/Emmanuel.”  It’s on his “Christmastime” album from 1998, which I happily got for Christmas when I was 15.
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The new church directory for 2011 is scheduled to be in your mailbox the first week of the new year.  If you have any changes you wish to have in the directory, please write them out and place them on the desk in the office.  If you aren’t currently listed in our directory and wish to be listed, please write down your name, address, phone number, etc. and place it on the office desk. 
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A New Series in 

the Library

We have the first book of a 4-book series in our church library written by Lorena McCourtney.  If you enjoyed reading the Neta Jackson books and you enjoy a good mystery, you will like this "Ivy Malone" series.  Below is a description of the book along with short reviews by other authors:

She's not your average crime fighter!  Ivy Malone has a curiosity that sometimes gets her into trouble, and it's only aggravated by her discovery that she can easily escape the public eye.  So when vandals romp through the local cemetery, she takes advantage of her newfound anonymity and its unforeseen advantages as she launches her own unofficial investigation.  Despite her oddball humor and unconventional snooping, Ivy soon becomes discouraged by her failure to turn up any solid clues.  And after Ivy witnesses something ominous and unexplained, she can't resist putting her investigative powers to work again.  Even the authorities' attempts to keep Ivy out of danger and her nosy neighbor's match-making schemes can't slow her down.  But will the determination that fuels this persistent, quirky sleuth threaten her very safety? 

"I laughed out loud.  McCourtney's charming mystery debuts a voice both enchanting and startling." - Colleen Coble, author of Without a Trace.  

"McCourtney's skill at blending whimsy, quirks, and questions into a lead character makes 'Invisible' a must read." - Lois Richer, author of Dangerous Sanctuary.

"'Invisible' is a treat!  Ivy Malone is a heroine with spunk and determination!" - Carol Cox, author of A Stitch in Time. 

In the future, we will have all the books in this series:  In Plain Sight, On the Run, and Stranded.
Newsletter Calendar
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A link has been added to our church website to access the newsletter calendar.   If you are checking out upcoming events (click button on home page, middle column), the first thing listed is "Newsletter Calendar" with a "Click Here" button.  Clicking this button will bring you to the most current calendar for the month.  By clicking the arrow to the right you can look ahead to see what is on the schedule.  Hope this calendar helps you stay connected with what is going on at Immanuel.  If you have something you want listed, please put the event and details on a note and put it on the office desk.
NEWS FROM JACKSON COUNTY MINISTRIES

Dear Prayer Warrior,

Sharon and I had a great time seeing many of you during our trip to Illinois

and Iowa last month.  We our thankful for each of you as you encourage us

with your thoughts, prayers, and deeds.  On Dec. 4, I will be at the New

Hope Community Church of Wausau, Wisconsin for the morning worship service

and Sunday School hour. 

We had our semi-annual board meeting last week.  We had the opportunity to

review many of the blessings we have been witnesses to in the last few

months.  Approval was given to move ahead with the Brownfield grant

application to start the rehab project for Lincoln Hall.  A donor has

provided us with an opportunity to operate a wood art center if the Lincoln

Hall Cultural Center becomes a reality.  The board also was pleased to see

the continuing improvements being made to the campground.  A work group from

the Coopersville Reformed Church has started the project that will greatly

enhance one of the bunk houses.  The bunk house is almost double in size and

the roof has been installed.  Hopefully next spring we will be able to

complete the project with insulation, a heating/cooling system, and a

bathroom to make this facility that useable all 12 months of the year.  An

area of concern for the board is the fact that donations are lagging behind

the pace for the last two years.  We anticipate that the gap will be

narrowed thru some year-end gifts.  We are extremely grateful that we have

been able to pay our bills on time and our able to make some improvements to

our facility.  It is also gratifying to see our local community coming

together to help finance the operations of the new programs that are

operating on our campus.

Beth's Blessing (the Teen Challenge Center for Women) that was hoping to

open for operations in a few weeks has had to delay the opening of the

center.  Most of the required funds have been raised - but they are still in

need of some more pledges for continuing monthly support before they will be

allowed to open.  There is definitely a need for the center.  Join us in

praying that the necessary funds and pledges will be available soon.

This weekend we will say goodbye to Ed and Sylvia Hoksbergen who have been a

fantastic addition to our staff these last eight weeks.  They have been a

great blessing to us.  A new request:  Last month we received some ceramic

tiles that we would like to put in the entrance of Sexton Hall (where our

offices and the academy is located).  If you can help us in this area,

please contact us.

Jake Moss

Annville Institute/Jackson County Ministries



	Kerri Miller
	12/02

	Kenyon Steiner
	12/03

	Rich Rollins
	12/04

	Sue Feenstra
	12/07

	Dave Nederveld
	12/11

	Anna Oudsema
	12/18

	Lisa Ernst
	12/19

	Dave Feenstra
	12/19

	Kelly Feenstra
	12/24

	Mike Johnson
	12/28

	Keefer Johnson
	12/30

	Mark Eytcheson
	12/31

	Carol Geer
	12/31

	Andrew Marrison
	12/31


Morning Bible Study Schedule

	Dec. 4
	“The Warrior and the 

Shepherd Are One!”
Isaiah 40: 1 - 11

	Dec. 11
	“Lighting a Fire in a Cold Room”
Isaiah 6: 1 - 4; 8 - 11

	Dec. 18
	"The Giver Becomes

The Receiver"
2 Samuel 7: 1 - 11, 16

	Dec. 25
	"Light in the Land of Shadows"
Isaiah 9: 2 - 7

11:00 a.m. Only

A Traditional Christmas Service


	Gary and Joan Raglin
	12/02

	Dean and Marcia Jackson
	12/06

	Dale and Betty Mulder
	12/06

	Jim and Joyce Klynstra
	12/10

	Mike and Kelly Johnson
	12/17

	Kenyon and Bronwyn Steiner
	12/20


	DECEMBER  CONSISTORY

CALLING TEAM

	Carroll Shults

	Brian Williams


Worship Nursery

	Dec. 4
	To Be Determined

	Dec. 11
	Jodi South

	Dec. 18
	Kelly Feenstra

	Dec. 25
	Jenna Riekse
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